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Who ere while the happy Garden fun* 

Rvnn^ m«^ r\I/^L^ i , ^ ^ 



By one mans Difobcdicncc loft, now fil 
Recover d Paradile to all mankind 
By one nun's firm Obedience fully tryd 

Through aU temptation, and the Tempter foil'd 
In all his wiles, defeated and repnhr, 
And Eden i is d in the waft Wildernk 

Thou Spirit who ledfl ,1. ;Iorious Eremite 
f'"o the Defert, his Victorious Field 
.oAg.„nllthcSpir Itai l „, md brought hirn theno 
B> proof the undoubted Son of God ,nl r ,rc 
As thou art wont my prompted Song Ife ^ 
And l, e , r through highthor d< h of Nature s bounds 
W.th profperous wmg lull fummd to tell of deeds 
Above Heroic, though m fecret done, 
And unrecorded left through many an Age 
Worthy t have not remain'd fo long unfung. 

Now had the great ProeIa.n)er with a voice 
More awful than the (bund of Trumpet, end 
-Repentance, and Heavens Kingdom nigh at hand 

10 all Baptizd; to his great Baptifa flock d 



With awe the Regions round, and with then, came 
iom Nazareth the Son of Jofepb dcem'd 
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To the Hood Jordan, came as then obft _ 
Unmarkt, unknown 5 but him the Biptift f 
Dcfcri'd, divinely wartTd, and witnefs b orc °° n 
As to his worthier, and would have rcfi» n y 
To him his Heavenly Office, nor was I on a 
His witnefs unconfirmM : on him baptiz'd 

3° Heaven opend, and in likenefs of a Dove 
The Spirit defcended, while the Fathers voice 
From Heav'n pronoune'd him his beloved Son. 
That heard the Adverfary* who roving 'ft ill 
About the world, at that Affembly fam'd 
Would not be laft, and with the voice divine 
Nigh Thunder- (truck, th' exalted man, to whom 
Such high atteft was given, a while furvev'd 
With wonder, then witli envy fraught, and rage 
Flies to his place, nor refts, but in mid air 

40 To Council fummons all his mighty Peers, 
Within thick Clouds and dark ten-fold involv'd, 
A gloomy Confiftory 5 and them amidft 
With looks aeaft and fad he thus befpal 




O ancient Powers of Air and this wide world, 
For much more willingly I mention Air, 
This our old Conqueft, than remember Hell 
Our hated habitation 5 well ye know 
How many Ages, as the years of men, 
This Univerfe we have poffeft, and rul'd 
50 In manner at our will th* affairs of Earth, 
Since Adam and his facil confort Eve 
Loft Paradife deceiv'd by mc, though fincc 
With dread attending when that tatal wound 
Shall be inflicted by the Seed of Eve 
Upon my head, long the decrees of Heav'n 
Delay, for longeft time to him is fhort 5 
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T^oTv too foon tor us the circling hours 
' T his dreaded time have compaft, wherein we 

Muft bide the (trbak of that long threatn'd wound, 
60 At leaft if fo we can, and by the head 
Broken he not intended all our power 
To be infringed, our freedom and our being. 
In this fair Empire won of Earth and Air 5 
For this ill news I bring, the Woman s feed 
Deftin'd to this, is late of Woman born, 
His Birth to our juft fear gave no (mail caufe, 
But his growth now to youth's full flow'r, difplaying 
All vcrtue, grace, and wifdom to atchieve 
Things higheft, greateft, multiplies my fear. 

-0 Before him a great Prophet^ to proclaim 
His coming, is fent Harbinger, who all 
Invites, and in the Confecrated ftream 
Pretends to walh off fin, and fit them fo 
Purified to receive him pure, or rather 

To do him honour as their King • all come, 

And he himfclf among them was Baptiz'd, 
Not thence to be more pure, but to receive 
The Teftimony of Heaven, that who he is 
Thenceforth the Nations may not doubt 5 1 faw 

80 The Prophet do him reverence, on him rifino- 
Out of the Water, Hcav 'n above the Clouds 
Unfold her Cryftal Doors, thence on his head 
A perfect Dove defcend, what ere it meant, 
And out of Heav'n the Soveraign voice I hear 
This is my Son belov d, in him am pleas'd. 
His Mother then is mortal, but his Sire, 
He who obtains the Monarchy of Heavn, 
And what will he nor do to advance his Son? 
His firlt-begot we know, and fore have felt, 

90 When his fierce thunder drove us to the deep 5 
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Who this is we mu ft learn, for Man he 

In all his lineaments, though in his fh , :c 
The glimpfes of his Father's glory fhinc, 
Ye fee our danger on the utmoft edge 
Of hazard, which admits no long debate, 
But muft with fometing fudden be oppos'd, 

Not force, but well couch'd fraud, well woven foa t 

E're in the head of Nations he appear 

Their King, their Leader, and Supream on Earth, 
co I, when no other durft, fole undertook 
The difmal expedition to find out 
And ruine Adam, and the exploit pertorm'd 
Successfully 5 a calmer Voyage now 
Will waft me $ and the way found profprous once 



<s, 



Induces bell to hope ot like fuccefs. 
He ended, and his words impreillon left 
Of much amazement to th' infernal Crew, 
Diftrafted and furpriz d with deep difmay 
At thefe dd tidings 5 but no time was then 
1,0 For long indulgence to their fears or grief: 
Unanimous they all commit the care 
And management of this main Enterprize 
To him their great Dictator, whofe attempt 
At firft againft mankind fo well had thriv'd 
In Adam's overthrow, and led their march 
From Hell's deep-vaulted Den to dwell in light, 
Regents and Pptentates, and Kings, yea Gods 



Of 



directs 



*>His eafie ftcps 5 girded with fnaky wiles, 
Where he might likelieft find this new-declar'd, 
This Man of men, attefted Son of God, 



Temptation and all guile on hin to try ; 
So to fubvert whom he Jul I raisJ 



to 
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•^^TnXhiTRe^n^-i Earthfo long enjoy d ; 
Buc contrary unw< ;.ing he fulfill^ 
The purpos'd Counfcl pre-ordain'd and fixt 
Of the mod High, whom full frequence bright 
Of Angels, thus to Gabriel fmiling fpake. 

l3 o Gabriel this day by proof thou (halt behold, 
Thou and all Angels converfant on Earth 
With man or mens affairs, how I begin 
To verifie that fdlemn Meffage late, 
On which I fent thee to the Virgin pure 
In Galilee, that (he (hould bear a Son 
Great in Renown, and call'd the Son of God 3 
Then told/1 her, doubting how thefe things could be 
To her a Virgin, that on her (hould come 
The Holy Ghoft and the Power" of Hie Higheft 

ho O're-ihadow her : this Man born and now up-grown 
To (hew him worthy of his Birth Divine 
And high Prediction, henceforth I expofe 
To Satan 5 let him tempt and now aflfoy 
His utmoft fubtilty, becaufe he boafts 
And vaunts of his great cunning to the throng 
Of his Apoftafic 3 he might have learnt 
Lefs overweening, fince he fail'd jn Job, 
Whofe conftant perfeverance overcame M 
What ere his cruel malice could invent. 

'50 He now (hall know I can produce a Man 
Of female Seed, far abler to refift 
All his follicitauons, and at length 
All his vaft force, and drive him back to Hell 
Winning by Conqueft what the firft man loft 
By fallacy furpriz' d. But firft I mean 
To exercife him in the Wildernefs 
There he (hall firft lay down the 'rudiments 
« his great warfare, e're I fend him forth 
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To conquer Sin and Death tlie two erund f 
60 By Humiliation and ftrong Sufferance: 
His weaknefs (hall o'recome Satanick ftrength 
And all the world, and tnafs of finful fl c (j, m 
That all the Angels and iEtherial Powers, 
They now, and men hereafter may difce rrij 
From what confummate vertue I have chofc 
This perfect Man, by merit call'd my Son, 
To earn Salvation for the Sons or men. 
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So fpake the Eternal Father, and all Heaven 
Admiring flood a fpace, then into Hymns 
70 Burft forth, and in Celeftial meafures moyij 
Circling the Throne and Singing, while the hand 
Sung with the yoke r qnd diis the argument. 

Victory and Triumph to the Son of God 
Now entring his great duel, not of arms, 
But to vanquiih by wifdom hellifh wiles. 
The Father knows the Son h therefore fecure 
Ventures his filial Vertue, though untri'd, 
Againft what c're may tempt, what e're feduce, 
Allure, or terrifie, or undermine. 
■So Be fruftratc all yc ftratagems of Hell, 

And dcvillifa machinations come to nought. 

So they in Heav'n their Odes and Vigils tund: 
Mean while the Son of God, who yet fonie days 
Lodg'din Betbabara where John baptiz'd, 
Mufing and much revolving in his breft, 
How beft the might)' work he might begin 
Of Saviour to mankind, and which way firft 
Publiih his God- like Office now mature, 
One day forth walkd alone, the Spirit leading} 
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i7 XiThiTdeep thoughts, the better to converfc 
7 With folitude, till far from track of men, 
Thought following thought, and ftep by ftep led on, 
He entred now the bordering defart wild, 
And with dark (hides and rocks environ'd round, 
His holy meditation thus purfu d. 

O what a multitude of thoughts at once 
Awakn'd in me fwarm, while I confider 
What from within I feel my felf, and hear, 
What from without comes often to my ears, 
olll forting with my prefent ftate compared. 
When I was yec a Child, no childifti play 
To me was pleating, all my mind was fet 
Serious to learn and know, and thence to do 
What might be publick good 5 my felf I thought 
Born to that end, born to promote all truth, 
All righteous things : therefore above my years, 
The Law of God I read and found it fweet, 
Made it my whole delight, and in it grew 
To fuch perfection, that ere yet my age 
1,0 Had mcafurd twice fix yens, at our great Feaft 
I went into the Temple, there to hear 
The Teachers of our Law, and to propofe 
What might improve my knowledge or their own 5 
And was admifd By all, yet this not all 
To which my Spirit afpir'd, victorious deeds 

Ham d m my heart, heroic ads, one while 
To refcue Ifraei irom the Roman v kc 
I lien to .fabduc and quel ore all the earth 
Brute violence and proud Tyranniek powV, 
T Am, h .were ,d, and cquuy reftor'd : . 

YctheU K humane, mb re heavenly, firft 

By winning words to conquer willing hearts, 
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And make perfwafion do the work of f ear 
Ac leaft to try, and teach the erring Soul 
Not wilfully mif-doing, but unaware 
Mifled 5 the ftubborn only to deftroy. 



adife 



tfook I. 

ilorTThTAlt^nd^e vefted Pneft 
Like things of thee to all that prefer* Hood 
This having heard, ftraight I aga.n revolv d 
2 eo The Law and Prophets, fearching what was writ 
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Thcfc growing thoughts my Mother foon pc rceivi Concerning the Median, to our Scribes 

By words at times call forth inly rejoyed, * , an j f 00 n found of wh( 



And faid to me apart, high are thy thoughts 
230 O Son, but nouriih them and let them foat 
To what hight facred vcrtue and true worth 
Can raife them, though above example high 5 
By matchlefs Deeds exprefs thy matchlefs Sire. 
For know, diou art no Son of mortal man, 
' Though men efteem thee low of Parentage, 
Thy Father is the Eternal King who rules 
All Heaven and Earth, Angels and Sons of men, 
A meffenger from God fore-told thy Birth 
Conceiv'd in me a Virgin, he foretold 




240 Thou (houldft be great and fit on Davids Throne, 
And of thy Kingdom there lhall be no end. 
At thy Nativity a glorious Qu 
Of Angels in the fields of Bethlehem fung 
To Shepherds watching at their folds by night, 
And told them the Meffiah now was born, 
Where they might fee him, and to thee they came } 
Directed to the Manger where thou lay 'ft, 
For in the Inn was left no better room : 
A Star, not feen before in Heaven appearing 

2 5° Guided the Wife Men thither from the Eaft, 
To honour thee with Incenfe, Myrrh, and Gold, 
By whofe bright courfe led on they found the pi* 



Affirming it thy Star new grav n in H.av'n, 

By which they knew the King of Ifratl born. 
Juft Simeon and Prophetick Anna, warnd 
By Vifion found thee in the Temple, and fpab 
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Known partly, and foon found of whom they fpake 
I am 5 this chiefly, that my way muft lie 
Through many a hard affay even to the death, 
Ere I the promis'd Kingdom can attain, 
Or work Redemption for mankind, whofe fins 
Full weight muft be transferr'd upon my head. 
Yet neither thus dilhearten'd or difmay'd, 
The time pre fixe I waited, when behold 
no The Baptiit, (of wh^^Mim 1 oft had heard, 
Not knew by fight) now come, who was to come 
Before Meffiah and his way prepare. 
I as all others to his Baptifm came, 
Which I believd was from above 5 but he 
Straight knew me, and with loudeft voice proclaimed 
Me him (for it was ftiew'n him fo from Heaven) 
Me him whofe Harbinger he was 3 and firft 
Refus'd on me his Baptifm to confer, 

As much his greater, and was hardly won 5 
280 But as I rofe out of the laving ftream, 

Heaven open'd her eternal doors, from whence 
The Spirit defcended on me like a Dove, 
And laft the fum of all, my Fathers voice, 
Audibly heard from Heavn, pronoune'd me his, 
Me his beloved Son, in whom alone 
He was well pleas'd • by which I knew the time 
Now full, that I no more fhould live obfetire, 
But openly begin, as bell becomes 
The Authority which I deriv'd from Heaven. 
190 And now by fome ftrong motion I am led 
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Into this Wildcrnefs, to what intent 

J learn not yet, perhaps I need not know. I 

For what concerns my knowledge God reveals 

So fpake our Morning Star then in his rife 
And looking round on every fide beheld 
Apathlefs Defart, dusk with horrid /hades 5 
The way he came not having mark'J, return 
Was difficult, by humane deps untrod - 
And he (till on was led, but with fucli thoughts 
3°° Accompanied of things part and to come 
Lodgd in his bread, as well might recommend 
Such Solitude before choiced Society. 
Full forty days he pafs'd, whether on hill W 
Sometimes, anon in fhady vale, each night 
Under the covert of fomc ancient Oak, 
Or Cedar, to defend him from the dew, 
Or harbour'd in one Cave, is not reyeal'd > 
Nor tafted humane food, nor hunger felt 
Till thole days ended, hunger 'd then at lall 
3»o Among wild Beads: they at his fight grew milJ, 
Nor fleeping him nor waking harm'd, his walk 
The fiery Serpent fled, and noxious Worm, 
The Lion and fierce Tiger glar'd aloof. 
But now an aged man in Rural weeds, 
Following, as feem'd, the qued of fome dray Ewe, 
Or wither 'd dicks to gather h which might fervc 
Againd a Winters day when winds blow keen, 
To warm him wet return'd from Field at 1 ', 
He faw approach, who firlt with curious < ' 
3*°Perus'd him, then with words thus utter'd fpakc. 

Sir, what ill chance hath brought thee to thisp lacC 
So far from path or road of men, who pafs 



In 
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hT^p'or Caravan for fingle none 

Durft ever, who returnU and drop: not here 
His Carcals, p.ri'd with hunger and w«h drought!. , 
I ask the rather, and the more adm.re, 
For that to me thou feem'ft the man, whom late 
Our new baptizing Prophet at the Ford 
Of Jordan honoutd fo, and calld thee Son 
330 of God i f aw and heard, for we fometai.es 

Who dwelt th.s wild, conftraind by want, come forth 
To Town or Village nigh (nigheft is far) 
Where ought wc hear, and curious are to hear, 
What happ'ns new s Fame alfo finds us out. 

To whom the Son of God. W ho brought me hither 
Will bring mc henceTno otl r Guide I feelc 

By Miracle he foiay, reply d the Swain, 
What other wav I fee not, for wc here 
Live on tough roots and dubs, to third inur'd 
340 More than the Camel, and to drink go tar, 
Men to much mifery and lurdftiip born b 
But if thou be the Son of God, Command 
That out of thefe hard dones be made thee bread s 
So (halt thou lave thy felf and us relieve 
With Food, whereof we wretched feldom tade. 

He ended, and the Son of God reply'd. 
Think' ft thou fuch force in Bread ? is it not written 
(For I difcern thee other than thou feem'd) 
Man lives not by Bread only, but each Word 
350 Proceeding from the mouth of God ; who fed 
Our Fathers here with Manna 3 in the Mount 



I 



Mofes was forty days, nor eat nor drank, 
And forty days Eliab without food 
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Wandred this barren v. -:e, the fame I ncnv | 

Why doftthou then fugged to me diftruft,' 
Knowing who I am, as 1 know who thou art ? 

Whom thus anfwer'd th' Arch Fiend now undif > 
'Tis true, I am that Spirit unfortunate, ^ Uls A 

Who leagu d with millions more in rafo revolt 

3 6q Kept not my happy Station, but was driv n 
With them from blifs to the bottomlefs deep, 
Yet to that hideous place not lb confind 
By rigour unconniving, but that oft 
Leaving my dolorous Prifon I enjoy 
Large liberty to round this Globe of Earth, 
Or range in th' Air, nor from the Heav'n of Heav'ns 
Hath he excluded my retort iometimes. 
I came among the Sons of God, when he 
Gave up into my hands Vz^an Job 

370 To prove him, and illuftrate his high worthy 
And when to all his Angels he propos'd 

To draw the proud King Ahab into fraud 
That he might fall in Ramoth, they demurmg, 
1 undertook that ( >fhee, and the tongues 
Of all his flattering Prophets glibb'd with lies 
To his deftruftion, as I had in charge. 
For what he bids I do 5 though I have loft 
Much luftre of my native brightnefs, loft 
To be belov'd of God, I have not loft 
38o Tolove, at leaft contemplate and admire 
What 1 fee excellent in good, or fair, 
Or vertuous, I (hould fo have loft all fenfe 
What can be then lefs in mc than defire 
To fee thee and approach thee, whom I know 
Declar'd the Son of God, to hear attent 
o Thy wifdom, and behold thy God -like deeds? 
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Men 



enerally think mc much a foe 



To all mankind : why (hould I > they to me 
Never did wrong or violence, by them 
390 1 loft not what I loft, rather by than 

1 gaind what I have gain'd, and with them dwell 
Copartner in thefe Regions of the World, 
If not difpofer ; lend them ofc my aid, 

, Oft my advice by predges and Ggns, 
And anfwers, oracles, portents and dreams, 
Whereby they may direct their future life. 
Envy they hy excites me, thus to gain 
Companions of my mifery and wo. 
At firft it mar be ; but long flnce with wo 

4 oo Never acquainted, now I feel by prout, 
That fellowfhip in pain divides not (mart, 
Nor lightens aught each mans peculiar load. 
Small confolation then, were man adjoin d : 
This wounds mc mod (what can it lefs) that Man, 
Man fall'n (hall be reftor'd, I never more. 

To whom our Saviour fternly thus reply \\. 
D.fervedly thou griev'ft, compos d of lies 
From the beginning, and in lies wilt end ; 
Who boaft'ft releafe from Hell, and leave to come 
410 Into the Heav'n of Heav'ns 5 thou com ft indeed, 

As a poor mifcrablc captive thrall, 

Comes to the place where he before had fit 

Among the Prime in Splendour, now deposed, 

Ejecled, emptied, gaz'd, unpicied, (hun'd, 

A fpcctacle of ruin or of fcorn 

To all the Hoft of Heav'n 5 the happy place 

Imports to thee no happinefs, no joy, 
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Rather inflames thv torment, reprefenting 
Loft blife, to thee no more communicable 
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« i0 So never more in Hell than when in Heaven. 
But thou art ferviccable to Heav'ns King. 
Wile thou impute to obedience what thy f ear 
Extorts, or plcafure to do ill excites ? 
What but thy malice mov'd thee to mifdeerri 
* Of righteous Job, then cruelly to affli&him 
With all inflictions, but his patience won? 
The other fervice was thy chofen task, 
To be a liar in four hundred mouths < 
For lying is thy fuftenance, thy food. 
Yet thou pretend'ft to truth 5 all Oracles 
43° By thee arc giv'n, and what confeft more true 
Among the Nations? that hath been thy craft, 
By mixing fomewhat true to vent more lies. 
But what have been thy anfwers, what but Auk 
Ambiguous and with double fenfe deluding, 
Which they who ask'd have fcldom undertlood, 
And not well understood as good not known? 
Who ever by confulting at thy fhrine 
Return'd the wifer, or the more inftruct 
44 °To.flie or follow what conccrn'd him moft, 
And run not fooner to his fatal fnare ? 
For God hath juftlv giv'n the Nations up 
To thy Delufions 3 juftlv, fince they fell 
Idolatrous, but when his purpofe is 
Among them to declare his Providence 
To thee not known, whence haft thou then thy truth 
But from him or his Angels Prefidcnt 
In 'every Province, who themfelves difdaining 
To approach thy Temples, give thee in command 
450 What to the fmalleft tittle thou (halt fay 
To thy Adorers 3 thou with trembling fear, 
Or like a Fawning Parafitc obey'ft 3 
Then to thy felf afcnb'ft the truth foretold. 
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But 



-^ ty^^^on retrench'd 5 
No more (hall thou by oracling abuie 
The Centiles 3 henceforth Oracles are ceaft, 
And thou no more with Pomp and Sacrifice 
Shalt be enquir'd At Delphos or elfe-wherc, 

At lead in vain, for they (hall find thee mute. 

460 God hath now fent his loving Oracle 
Into the World to teach his final will, 
And fends his Spirit of Truth henceforth to dwell 
In pious Hearts, and inward Oracle 
To all truth requifite for men to know. 

So fpake our Saviour 5 but the fubtlc Fiend, 

Though inly Hu ng with anger and difdain, 
DiiTembl'd, and tnis AnWer? lmooth return d. 

Sharply thou haft infiftcd on rebuke, 
And urg'd me hard with doings, which not will 
But mifery hath wrefted from me 5 where 

470 Eafily canft thou find one miferable 3 

And not infore'd oft-times to part from truth 5 
1^ it may ftand him more inftead to lye, 
Say and unfay, feign, flatter, or abjure ? 
But thou art plact above me, thou art Lord 5 
From thee I can and muft fubmis endure 
Check or reproof, and glad to efcape fo quit. 
Hard are the ways of truth, and rough to walk, 
Smooth on the tongue difcourft, pleafing to th ear, 

480 And tuneable as Silvan Pipe or Song 5 
What wonder then if I delight to hear 
Her dictates from thy mouth ? moft men admire 
Vertue, who follow not her lore : permit me 
To hear thee when I come (fince no man comes) 
And talk at leaft, though I defpair to attain. 
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Thy Father, who is holy, wife and p Ure , 
Suffers the Hypocrite or Athcous Prieft 
To tread his Sacred Courts, and minifter 
About his Altar, handling holy things, 
490 Praying or vowing, and vouchfaf'd his voice 
To Balaam Reprobate, a Prophet yet 



Lfdain 



To whom our Saviour with unalter 'd brow. 
Thy coming hither, though I know thy f CO p e> 
I bid not or forbid 3 do as thou find'ft 
Permiffion from above 5 thou canft not moreT 



He added not ; and Satan bowing low 

ard 




His gray diifimulation, diiappea 
Into thin Air diffus'd : for now began 
500 Night with her fallen wings to double-ihade 
The Defart, Fowls in their clay nefts were couclri; 
And now wild Beafts came forth the woods to roam. 




7be End of the fir ft Book. 
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Ean while thenew-baptiz'd, who yet remain d 
At Jordan with the Baptift, and had feen 

Him whom they heard fo late exprefly call'd 



Jcftis Meffiah Son of God declar'd, 

And ____ 

And with him talkc, and with him lodg d, I mean 

Andrew and Simon, famous after known, 
With others though in Holy Writ not nanVd, 
Now miffing him their Joy fo lately found, 
10 So lately found, and fo abruptly gone, 
Began to doubt, and doubted many days, 
And as the days increas'd, increas'd their doubt; 
Sometimes they thought he might be only (hewn, 
And for a time caught up to God, as once 
Mofes was in the Mount, and miffing long 5 
And the great Tbisbite who on fiery wheels 
Rode up to Heaven, yet once again to come. 
Therefore as thofe young Prophets then with care 
Sought loft Eliab, fo in each place thefe 

20 Nigh to Betbabara 5 in Jerico 
The City of Palms, JEnon, and Salem Old, 
Macbarus and each Town or City wall'd' 
On this fide the broad lake Genez#ret y 
Or in Perea, but return'd in vain 






Then on the bank of Jordan, by a Creek ; 



E 2 



Where 















j 





r 




.V 






i 



■ 






■ 






*l 









v>-' : ■ . 



■ ■ '* 






*«- 




idiji 



Where winds with Reeds, and Ofers whifj 




p rino 



Pi 



plain Fifoermen, no greater men them call, 

Oote in a Cottage low together got 

Their unexpected lofs and plaints out breathy 

30 Alas, from that high hope to what relapfe 
Unlook'd for are we fail n, our eyes beheld 
Meiliah certainly now come, fo long 
Expected of our Fathers 3 we have heard 
His words, his wifdom full of grace and truth, 
Now, now, for fure, deliverance is at hand, 
The Kingdom (hall to lfrael be reftor'd : J 

Thus we rejoye'd, but foon our joy is turn'd 
Into perplexity and new amaze : 
For whither is he gone, what accident 

* Hath rapt him from us< will he now retire 
After appearance, and again prolong 
Our expectation ?: God of lfrael, 
Send thy Mefllah forth, the time .is come 5 
Behold the Kings of the Earth how they opprcfi 

Thy chofen, to what highth that pow'r unjuft 
They have exalted, and behind them caft 
All fear ot thee, arife and vindicate ^^^ 
Thy Glory, free thy people from their yoke, 
But let us wait 3 thus far he hath perform'd, 
50 Sent his Anointed, and to us reaveal'd him, 
By his great Prophet, pointed at and fhown, 
In publick, and with him we have convers'd j 
Let us be glad of this, and all our fears 
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Lay on his Providence 5 he will not fail 
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Soon we (hall fee our hope, our joy return. 

Thus they out of their plaints new hope refutf ^ 
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Y^^h^l^c I they found unfought : 
6o But to his Mother Mary, when (he faw 
Others return d from Baprifm, not her Son, 
Nor left at Jordan, tidings of him none 5 
WKhmhcr breft, though Calm 5 her bre ft though pure, 
Motherly cares and fears got head, and rais'd 
Some troubl'd thoughts, which (he in fighs thus clad. 

O what avails me now that honour high 
To have conceiv'd of God, or that falute 
Hale highly favour'd, among Women bleft 3 
While I to forrows am no lefs advanc't, 
70 And fears as eminent, above the lot 
Of other Women, by the birth I bore, 

In fuch a ieafon born wh en jgar cc a Shed 
Could beobtain'd tofliclter ni.n or me 
From the bleak air j a Stable was our warmth, 
A Manger his; yet foon enforc't to fly 

Thence into Egypt, till the Murd'rous King 
Were dead, who fought his life, and milling filTd 
With Infant blood the (Ireets of Bethlehem 5 

From Egypt home return d a in Nazareth 
80 Hath been our dwelling rridnv rears, his life 
Private, unactive, calm, contemplative, 
Little ftifpicious to any King ; but now 
Full grown to Man, acknowledged, as I hear, 
By John the Baptift, and in publik fhown, 
Son ownd from Heaven by his Father's voice 5 
I look'd for fome great change 5 to Honour?' no, 
But trouble, as old Simeon plain fore-told, 
That to the fall and rifing he fhould be' 
Of many in Jfrael, and to a fign 

90 J" kcn a S ainft > that tluough m y very Soul 
Afwordfhall pierce, this is my favour'd lor, 

F My 








I ■ 



I 



i 










I 









f 



m 



I X. 




■ 




■ 



I 



Varadifc 




My Exaltation to. Afflictions high 5 
Afflicted I may be, it feems, and blcft - 
I will not argue that, nor will repine. 
But where delays he now ? Tome g reat lm ^ 
Conceals him : when twelve years he farce had f 
I loft him, but fo found, as well I faw cen 

He could not lofe himfelf 5 but went about 
His Father's Bufinefs 3 what he meant I mus'd, 
00 Since underftand 3 much more his abfence nov 
Thus long to fome great purpofe he obfcurcs. 
But I to wait with patience am inur d 5 
My heart hath been a ftorc-houfe long of things 
And fayings laid up, portending ftrange events. 





Thus Mary pondring oft, and oft to mind 
Recalling what renaarLibly had pafs d 
Since firft her Salutation heard, with thoughts 
Meekly composed awaited the fulfilling ; 
1 ' ° The while her Son tracing the Defar t wild, 
Sole but with holieft Meditations fed, 
Into himfelf defcended, and at once 
All his great work to come before him fet 5 
How to begin, how co accompliih bed 
His end of being on Earth, and million high : 
For Satan with flye preface to return 
Had left him vacant, and with fpeed was gon 
Up to the middle Region of thick Air, 
Where all his Potentates in Council fate 3 
120 There without fign of boaft, or fign of joy 
Sollicitous and blank he thus began. 

Princes, Heavens ancient Sons, ^Ethereal Tni'° 



Demonian Spirits now, from the Element 
Each of his reign allotted, rightlier call'd, 
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Powers of Fire, Air, Water, and Earth beneath, 
So may we hold our place and thefe mild feats 
Without new trouble 3 fuch an Enemy 
Is tis'n to invade us, whom no lefs 
Threat'ns our expulfion down to Hell 3 
I as I undercook, and with the vote 
>3° Contenting in full frequence was impower'd, 

Have found him, view'd him, tafted him, but find 

Far other labour to be undergon 

Than when I dealt with Adam firft of Men, 

Though Adam by his Wives allurement fell, 

However to this Man inferior far, 

If he be Man by Mothers fide at lead, 

With more than humane gifts from Heaven adorn'd, 

Perfections abfolute, Graces divine, 

And amplitude of mind to greatefl Deeds. 

140 Therefore I am return d, left confidence 
Of my fuccefs with Eve in Paradife 
Deceive ye to pcrfuafion over-fure 
Of like fucccedinghere; I fummon all 

Rather to be m readinefs, with hand 

Or counfel to aflift 5 leltlwhoerft 

Thought none my equal, now be over-rtiatch'd. 



So fpake the old Serpent doubting, and from all 
With clamour was afliir'd their utmoft aid 
At his command^ when from amid ft them rofe 
l >° Belial the diffoluteft Spirit that fell, 
The fenfualleft, and after Afmodai 
The flelhlieft Incubus, and thus ad vis U 

Set women in his eye, and in his walk, 
Among daughters of men the faireft found 3 
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Many arc in each Region paffing fair 
As the noon Skic; more like to GoddefTes 
Than Mortal Creatures, graceful and difcrect, 
Expert in amorous Arts, enchanting tong ues 

Pcrfuafive, Virgin majefty with mild 

60 And fweet allay'd, yet terrible to approach, 
Skill'd ro retire, and in retiring draw 
Hearts *i&f them tangl'd in Amorous Nets. 
Such object hath the power to foftn and tame 
Severed temper, fmooth the rugged'ft brow, 
Enerve, and with voluptuous hope diflblve, 
Draw out with credulous defire, and lead 
At will the manlicft, refolutcft bred, 
As the magnetic hardeft Iron draws, 
Women, when nothing elfe, bcguiFcTthek^ 

70 Of wifeft Solomon, andmade him build, 
And made him bow to the Gods of his Wives. 

To whom quick anfwer Satan thus return d. 
Belial, in much uneven fcale thou wcigh'ft 
All others by thy fclf 5 becaufe oi old 
Thou thy felf doat'ft on woman-kind, admiring 

Their fhape, their colour, and attractive grace, 
None are, thou think'ft, but taken with fuch toys. 
Before the Flood thou with thy lufly Crew, 
Falfe tid'dSons of God, roaming the Earth 
180 Caft wanton eyes on the daughters of men, 
And coupl'd with them, and begot a race. 
Have we not feen, or by relation heard, 
In Courts and Regal Chambers how thou lurkft 
In Wood or Grove by moflie Fountain fi<k> 
In Valley or green Meadow to way-lay 

Some beauty rare, Califlo Clymene, 
Dap/me, or Semk, Antiopa, 
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O^i^ierSyrinx, many more 

Toe long, then lay ft thy fcapes on names ador d, 

, [polio, Neptune, Jupiter or Pan, 

Satyr, or Fawn, or Silvan? Butthefc haunts 
Delight not all, among the Sons of Men, 
How many have with a fmile made (mail account 
Of beauty and her lures, eafily fcorn'd 
All her aflaults, on worthier things intent ? 

Remember that i'dlean Conquerour, 
A Youth, how all the Beauties ot the Eaft 
He flightly view'd, and (lightly overpafs'd 5 

How he firn .nn'd of Africa difmifs'd 

ice In his p ne -vouc h the fair Iberi an Maid 
For Solomon helivMat cafe, and full 

Of honour, wealth, high fare, airn d not beyond 
Higher defign than to enjoy his State? 
Thence to the bait of Women lay expos'd 5 
But he whom we atempt is wifer far 
Than Solomon, of more exalted mind, 
Made andfet wholly on the accomplilhment 
Of greatcft things, what Woman will you find, 
Though of this age die wonder and the fame, 
210 On whom his leifure will vouchfafe an eye 
Of fond defire ? or (hould ihe confident, 
As fitting Queen ador'd on Beauties Throne, 
DeCcnd with all her winning charms begirt 
To enamour, as the Zone of Venus once 
Wrought that effect on Jove, fo Fables tell 5 
How would one look from his Majeftick brow 
Seated* as on the top ofVcrtues hill, 
Difcount nance her defpis'd, and put to rout, 
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c array 5 her female pride deject, 



Or turn to reverent awe ? for Beauty ftands 
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In the admiration only ot weak minds 
Led captive 5 ceafe to admire, and all her Pl umes 
Fall flat and (brink into a trivial toy, 
At every fudden flighting quite abaftt : 
Therefore with manlier objects we mud try 
His conftancr, with fuch as have more fo^ 
Of worth, of honour, glory, and popular j> ra if c . 
Rocks whereon greated Men have of ten wrcck'J . 
Or that which only feems to fatisfie 
230 Lawful defircs of Nature, not beyond 5 
And now I know he hungers where no food 
Is to be found, in the wild Wildernefs, 
The reft commit to me, I (hall let pafs 
No advantage, and his drength as oft affay. 




He ceas'd, and heard their grant in loud acclaim ] 
Then forthwith to him takes a chofen band 
Of Spirits liked to himfelf in guile 
To be at hand, and at his beck appear, 
If caufe were to unfold fome adtive Scene 





240 of various Perfons each to know his part 5 



Then to the Defart takes with thefe his flight j 
Where ftill from (hade to (hade the Son of God 
After forty days fading had remain d, 
Now hungring fird, and to himfelf thusfaid. 

Where will this end ? four times ten days I have pals J 
Wandring this woody maze, and humane Food 
Nor tafted, nor had appetite 5 that Fad 
To Vertue I impute not, or count part 
Of what I fuffer here 5 if Nature need not, 
2 5° Or God fupport Nature without repad 



Though needing, what praife is it to endure •' 
But now 1 feel, 1 hunger, which declares 



$&< : 



\]ook II. 



Pdradife Regain d. 



25 






N^rTha* need of what (h; asks 5 yet God 
Can fatisfie that need fome other way, 
Though hunger dill remain : fo it remain 

Without this bodies wading, I content me, 
And from the ding of Famine fear no harm, 
Nor mind it, fed with better thoughts that feed 
Me hungring more to do my Fathers will. 

2 6o It was the hour of night, when thus the Sort 
Commun d in filent walk, then laid him down 
Under the hofpitable covert nigh 
Of trees thick interwoven 5 there he flept, 

And dream'd, as appetite is wont to dream, 
Of meats and drinks, Nature's rcfrefoment fweetj 
Him thought, he bv the Brook of Cherith flood 
And faw the Ravens with their horny beaks 
Food to Elijah bringing Even and Morn, 
Though ravenous, taught to abflain from what they 
27 o He faw the Prophet alfo how he fled (brought: 

Into the Defart, and how there he flept 

Under a Juniper ; then how awak't,' 

He found his Supper on the coals prepar'd, 
And by the Angel was bid rife and eat, 
And cat the fecond time after repofe, 

The drength whereof fuffie'd him forty days 5 
Sometimes that with Elijah he partook, 
Or as a gued with Daniel at his Pulfc. 

Thus wore out night,, and now the Herald Lark 
180 Left his ground-ned, high towring todefcry 
The morns approach, and greet her with his Song : 
As lightly from his grafly couch up rofe 
Our Saviour, and found all was but a dream 
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Fading he went to fleep, and fading wakU 
U P to a hill anon his deps he rear'd, 
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-^^^^ top co ken the profc^i^ 
If Cottage wet in view, Sheep-cote or Herd. ' 
But Cottage, Herd, or Sheep-cote none he g£ 
Onlv in a bottom faw a pleafant Grove, 
290 With chiunt of tuneful Birds refunding I oud 
Thither he bent his way, determin d there 5 
To reft at noon, and entered foon the (hade 
High rooft and walks beneath, and alleys brown 
That open d in the midft a woody Scene, 
Nature's own work it feem'd (Nature taught Art) 
And to a Superfluous eye the haunt 
Of Wood-Gods and Wood-Nymphs 3 he view'd,c round 
When fuddenly a man before him flood, 
Not ruftic as before, but feemlier cla d, 

300 As one in City, or Court, or Palace bred 

And with fair fpeech thefe words to him addrdsi 



With granted leave officious I return, 
But much more wonder that the Son of God 

In this wild folirudc fo long foould bide 
Of all things defhtmc, and well I know, 




Not without hunger. 



Others of lome note, 
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As (lory tells, have trod this Wildernefs 5 
The fugitive Bond-woman with her Son 
Out-caft Nebaiotb, vet found he relief 
By a providing Angela all the race 
Of Ifracl here had famifh'd, had not God 
Rain'd from Heaven Manna, and that Propbet bol 
Native of Thebes wandring here was fed 
Twice by a voice inviting him to eat, 
Of thee thefe forty days none hath regard, 
Forty and more deferted here indeed. I 

To whom thus Jefus *, what conclud'ft thoun^ 
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They all had need, I as thou feeft have none. 

How haft thou hunger then ? Satan reply 'd, 
5:0 Tell me if l-'ood were now before thee fet, 
Would'lt thou not eat ? Thereafter as I like 
The giver, anfvver'd Jefus. Why fhould that 
Caufe thy refutil, faid rhe fubtle Fiend, 
Haft thou not right to all Created things, 
Owe not all Creatures by juft right to thee 
Duty and fervice, nor to flay till bid, 
But tender all their power ? nor mention I 
Meats by the Law unclean, or offer'd firft 

To Idols, thofe young Daniel could refufe$ 
33° Nor proiiad by an hnemy, though who 



Would feruple that, with want op pre ft? Behold 
Nature alham'd, or better to exprefs, 
Troubl'd that thou fhould'ft hunger, hath purvey 'd 
From all the Elements her choiceft ftore 
To treat thee as befeems, and as her Lord 
With honour, only deign to fit and eat. 




He fpake no dream, for as his words had end, 
Our Saviour lifting up his eyes beheld 
In ample fpace under the broadeft (hade jMj 
340 A Table ridily fpred, in Regal mode, 

With dilhes pHl'd, and meats of nobleft fort 
And favour, Beafts of chafe, or Fowl of game, 
In Paltn -built, or from the fpje, or boyl'd 
Gris-amber-fteam'd 5 all Fifli from Sea or Shore, 
Frefhet, or purling Brook, of (hell or fin 
And exquifiteft name, for which was drain d 
fontus and Lucrine Bay, and Afric Coaft 



Alas how fimple, to thefe Cates compared 
Was that crude Apple that diverted Eve ! ' 
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350 And at a (lately fide-board by the wine 
That fragrant fmell diffused, in order Rood 
Tall (tripling youths rich clad, of fairer hew 
Than Ganymed or Hylas, diftant more 
Under the Trees now trip'd, now folemn ft 0od 

Nymphs of Diana's train, and Naiades 

With fruits and flowers from ^W/Ws horn, 
And Ladies of the Hebrides, that feernd 
Fairer than feign d of old, or fabl'd fince 
Of Fairy Damfels met in forcft wide 
360 By Knights of Logres, or of Lymes, 
Lancelot or Pelleas, or Pelknore, 

And all the while harmonious Airs were heard 
Of chiming firings, or charming pipes and winds 
Of gentleit gale Arabian odours fann d 
From their foft wings, and Floras earlieft fmdls. 
Such was the fplendour, and the Tempter now 
His invitation earneftly renewU 

What doubts the Son of God to fit and eat ? 
Thefe are not fruits forbidden, no interdict 
370 Defends the touching of thefe Viands pure, 
Their tafte no knowledge works at lead of evil, 
But life preferves, deftroys life's enemy, 
Hunger, with fweet reftorative delight. 
All thefe are Spirits of Air, and Woods, and Springs, 
Thy gentle Minifters, who come to pay 
Thee homage, and acknowledge thee their Lord : 
What doubt'ft thou Son of God ? fit down and cat- 



To whom thus Jefus temperately reply d '• 
Said' ft thou not that to all thin gs I had right . 
380 And who withholds my pow't that right to ufc- 
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Shall Tr! ive" bv gift what of my own, 
When and where likes me belt, I can command ? 
I can at will, doubc not, as foon as thou, 
Command a Tabic in this Wildcrnefs, 
And call fwift flights of Angels mimitrant 
Array d in Glory on my cup to attend : 
Why (houldft thou then obtrude this diligence, 
In vain, where no acceptance it can find, 
And with my hunger what halt thou to do? 
3?° Thy pompous Delicacies I contemn, 

And count thy fpecious gifts no gifts but guiles. 

To whom thus anfwer d Satan malecontent : 
That I have alio power to'give thou feed, 

If of that pow'r I bring thee voluntary 
What 1 might have beftow'd on whom I pleas'd, 
And rather opportunely in this place 
Chofe to impart to thy apparent need. 
Why fhouldftthou not accept it? but I fee 

What I can do or offer is fufpect 5 
400 Of thefe things others quickly will difpofe 

Whofe pains have earnd the farfetfpoil. With that 
Both Table and Provifion vanifh't quite 
With found of Harpies wings, and Talons heard 3 
Only the importune Tempter (till remain'd, 
And with thefe words his Temptation purfu'd. 
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Thou art not to be harm'd, therefore not mbv'd 5 
Thy temperance invincible befides, 
For no allurement yields to appetite, 
»° And 1 thy heart is fet on high defigns, 
High actions 5 but wherewith to be atchiev'd ? 
Great acts require great means of enterpnfe, - 
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Thou arc unknown, unfriended, low f Birth 
A Carpenter thy Father known, thy f e ]f 
Bred up in poverty and {freights at home 5 
Loft in a Dcfart here and hunger-hit : 
Which way or from what hope doft thou a f p j r< 
To greatnefs? whence Authority deriv'ft, 
What Followers, what Retinue canft though 
420 Or at thy heels the dizzy Multitude, 

Longer than thou canft feed them on thy coft. 
Money brings Honour, Friends, Conqueft and 
What rais'd Antipater the Edomitc, 
And his Son Hero J plac'd on Judas Throne 5 
(Thy throne J but gold that got him puilTant friends < 
Therefore; if at great things thou would'ft arrive, 
Get Riches firft, gee Wealth, and TreafurcW , 
Not difficult, if thou hearken to m^^P 
Riches are mine, Fortune is in my hand 5 
43 o They whom I favour thrive in wealth amain, 
While Vertue, Valour, Wifdom fit in want. 

To whom thus Jcfus patiently rcply'd ; 
Yet Wealth without rhefc three is impotent, 
To gain dominion or to keep it gain'd. 
Witnefs thofe ancient Empires of the Earth, 
In highth of all their flowing wealth diftblv'd ! 
But men endu'd with thefe, have oft attain d 
In loweft poverty to higheft deeds $ 
Gideon and Jephtba, and the Shepherd lad, 
440 Whofe orT-fpring on the Throne of Judab f aC 
So many Ages, and (hall yet regain 
That feat, and reign in Ifrael without end. 
Among the Heathen, (for throughout the Wor 
To me is not unknown what hath been done 
Worthy of Memorial) canft thou not remetfl** . 
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Quintus, Fabrics Curius, Regulus . 

For 1 cfteem thofe names of men fo poor 

Who could do mighty things, and could contemn 

Riches though orTcr'd from the hand of Kings. 

450 And what in me feems wanting, but that I 
May alfo in this poverty as foon 
Accomplilh what they did, perhaps and more ? 
Extol not Riches then, the coyl of Fools, 
The wife mans cumbrance, if not fnare, more apt 
To flacken Vertue, and abate her edge, 
Than prompt her to do aught may merit praife. 
What if with like averfion 1 rejeft 
Riches and Realms 5 yet not for that a Crown, 
Golden in Ihew, is but a wreath of thorns, 

46c Brings dangers, troubles, cares, and fleeplefs nights 
To him who wears the Regal Diadem, g 

When on his (boulders each mans burden lies 5 
For therein ftands the Office of a King, 
His Honour, Vertue, Merit and chief Praife, 
That for the Publick all this weight he bears. 
Yet he who reigns within him fclf, and rules _ 
Paffions, Defires, and Fears, is more a King 5 
Which every wife and vertuous man attains ; 
And who attains not, ill afpircs to rule ^^ 

470 Cities of men, or head-ftrong multitudes, 
Subject himfelf to Anarchy within, 
Or lawkfs Paflions in him which he ferves. 
But to guide Nations in the way of truth 
By faving Doc"brine, and from errour lead 
To know, and knowing worihip God aright, 
Is yet more Kingly, this attracts the Soul, 
Governs the inner man, the nobler part, 
That other o're the body only reigns, 
And oft by force, which to a generous mind 
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48rSo~rejgn jn g can be no fincerc delight. 

Befides to give a Kingdom hath been thought 
Greater and nobler done, and to lay down 
Far more magnanimous, than to affumc. 
Riches are needlefs then, both for thcmfcl VCs 
And for thy reafon why they fhould be fo^ 
To gain a Scepter, ofteft better mifs't. 
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O fpakc the Son of God, and Satan flood 



A while as mute confounded what to fay, 



^J What to reply, confuted and convinc t 
Of his weak arguing, and fallacious drift; 
At length collecting all his Serpent wiles, 

With foothing words renewed, him thus accofts." 

I fee thou know'ft what is of ufe to know, 
What bed to fay canft fay, to do canft do 5 
Thy actions to thy words accord, thy words 
10 To thy large heart give utterance due, thy heart 
Contains oi good, wjfc, juft, the perfect ihape. 
Should Kings and Nations from thy mouth confult* 
Thy Counfel would be as the Oracle 
Vrim and Ihummim, thofc oraculous gems 

On Aaron's breaft ; or tongue of Seers old 
Infallible 5 or wert thou fought to deeds 
That might require th' array ot war, thy skill 

---Of conduct would be fuch, that all the world 
Could not fuftain thy Prowefs, or fubfift 

to In b.utel>, though again ft thy few in arms. 
Thcfe God-like Vertues wherefore doft thou hide? 
Affecting private life, or more abfeure 
In favage Wilderness, wherefore deprive 
All Earth her wonder at thy acts, thy fclf 



The 




»> 









% I 



m 









1 



V- 



■ 









^k 






4 



■ 

i 
i 

i 

i 



1 ' 









I 









r 



34 



P/iradifi 




The fame and glory, glory the reward 
That fole excites to high attempts the flame 
Of mod erected Spirits, moft temper d p Ur6 
JEtherial, who all pleafures elfe defpife, 
All treafurcs and all gain efteem as drofs, 
30 And dignities and powers all but the highefti 

Thy years are ripe, and over-ripe, the f on 

Of Macedonian Philip had e're thefe 
Won Afia and the Throne of Cyrus held 
At his difpofe, young Scipio had brought down 
The Carthaginian pride, young Pompey quell'd 
The Pontic King and in triumph had rode. 
Yet years, and to ripe years judgment mature, 
Quench not the thirft of glory, but augment 
Great Julius, whom now all the world admires 
40 The more he grew in years, the more inflam'd 
With glory, wept that he had liv'd fo long 
Inglorious : But thou yet art not too late. 

' To whom our Saviour calmly thus reply'd 
Thou neither doft perftfrde- me to feek wealth 
For Empire's fake, nor Empire to affedt 
For glories fake by all thy argument. 
For what is glory but the blaze of fame, 
The peoples praife, if always praife unmixt? 
And what the people but a herd confus'd, 
so A mifcellaneous rabble, \vho extol 
Things vulgar, and well weigh'd, fcarce worth the ptaife 
They praife and they admire they know not what* 
And know not whom, but as one leads the other; 
And what delight to be by fuch extoll'd, 
To live upon their tongues and be their talk, 
Of whomtobedifpraiVd were no fmall praife? 
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^^^^maong them and the wife 
Are few, ^and glory fcarce of few is raisd. 

6oThis is true glorv and renown, when God 
Looking on the Earth, with approbation marks 
The juft man, and divulges h.m through Heaven 
To all his Angels, who with true applaufe 
Recount his praifo 3 thus he did to Job, 
When to extend his fame, through Heaven and Earth, 

As thou to thy reproach mayft well remember, 
He ask'd thee, haft thou fcen my fervant Job ? 
Famous he was in Heaven, on Earth lefs known 5 
Where glory is feMe glorv, attributed 

:° To things not glorious, men not worthy of fame. 
They err who count it glorious tofabdue 
By Conqueft far and wide, to over-run 
Laro-e Countries, and in field great Battels win, 
Great Cities bv aflault: what do thefe Worthies, 
But rob and fpoil, burn, (laughter, and enilave 
Peaceable Nations, neighbouring, or remote, 
Made Captive, yet deferving freedom more 
Than thofe their Conquerouis, who leave behind 
Nothing but ruin wherefoe're they rove, 

80 And all the flourifhing works of peace deftroy, 
Then fwell with pride, and mull be titl'd Gods, 
Great Benefactors of mankind, Deliverers, 
Worlhipt with Temple, Pried: and Sacrifice 5 
One is the Son of Jove, of Mars the other, 
Till Conquerour Death difcover them fcarce 
Rowling inbrutilh vices, and deform'd, 
Violent or fhameful death thir due reward. 
But if there be in glory aught of good, 
It may by means tar different be attain'd 

Without ambition, war, or violence; 

By deeds of peace, by wifdom eminent; 
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Who names not now with honour patient?^ 
Poor Socrates (who next more memorable }j 
By what he taught and fuffer'd for fo doing, 
For truth's fake fu tiering death unjuft, lives now 
Equal in fame to proudeft Conquerours. 
Yet if for fame and glorv aught be done, 
Aught fuffer'd 3 if young African for fame 

H is wafted Country freed from Punic rage, 
The deed becomes unprais'd, the man atleaft, 
And lofes, though but verbal, his reward. 
Shall I fcek glorv then, as vain men feci 
Oft not defer v'd ( 1 fee iqt mine, buc his 
Who fent me, and thereby witnefs whence I am. 

* 

To whom the Tempter murmuring thus reply'd 
Think notfo flight of glory j therein leaft 
10 RefembUng thy great Father; he feeks glory, 
And for his glorv all things made, all things 
Orders and Governs, nor content in Heaven 
By all his Angels glonfi'd, requires 
Glory from men, from all men good or bad, 
Wife or unwife, no difference, no exemption* 
Above all Sacrifice, or hallow'd gift 
Glory he requires, and glory he receives 
Promifcuous from all Nations, Jew, or Greet 
Or Barbarous, nor exception hath declard j 
From us his foes pronounc't glory he exacts. 

120 To whom our Saviour fervently reply d. 
And reafon : fince his word all things produc d, 
Though chiefly not for glory as prime end, 
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Buc co (hew forth his goodnefs and impart 
His oood communicable to every foul 
Freelr j of whom what could he lefs expect: 
Than glory and benediction, that is thanks, 
The (lighten, eaficft, readied recompense 
From them who could return him nothing elfe, 
30 And not returning what would likelieft render 
Contempt inftcad, difoonour obloquy ? 
Hard reco.npe nee, unfutable return 
For fomuch good, fo much beneficence. 
But why (hould man feek glorv ? who of his own 
Hath nothing, and to whom nothing belongs 

But condemnation, ignominy, and frame? 

Who for fo iiian^eueficsre£jg|a^^^ 
Turn'd recreant to< >d, ingratc arid falfe, 
And fo of all true good himfelf defpoild, 

4 o Yet, furilegious,ta himfelf would take 
That which to God alone of right belongs 5 

fo much bounty is in God, fuch grace, 

That who advance his glorv, not their own, 
Them he himfelf to glory will advance^^K 

So fpake the Son of God j and here again 
Satan had not to anfwer, but ftood r {truck 
With guilt of his own fin, for he himfelf 
Infatiable of glory had loft all, 

Yet of another Plea bethought him foon. * 

, S o Of glory, as thou wilt, faid he, fo deem, 
Worth or not worth their feeking, let it pafs : 
But to a Kingdom thou art born, ordain d 
To fit upon thy Father David's Throne 5 
By Mothers fide thy Father, though thy right 
Be now in powerful hands, that will not plrt 
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Eafily from poffcflion won with arms 
JuJ*a now and all the promised land 
Reduc'ta Province under Roman yoke,- 
Obeys Tiberius 3 nor is always rul'd 
160 With temperate fway 5 oft have they violated 
The Temple, ok the Law with foul affronts, 
Abominations rather, as did once 
Ant helms : and think'ft thou to regain 
Thy right by fitting (till or thus retiring? 
So did not Macbabeus : he indeed 

Retir'd unto theDefart, but with arms 5 
And o're a mighty King fo oft prevail'd 
That by ftrong hand his Family obtained, 
Though Priefts, the Crown, and David's Throne ufutp'd, 
170 With Modin and her Suburbs once content. 
If Kingdom move thee not, let move thee Zeal, 
And duty 5 Zealand duty are not flow$ 
But on Occafions forelock watchful wait. 
They themfelves rather are occafion beft, 

Zeal of thy Father's houfe, Duty to free 
Thy Country from her Heathen fervitude 5 
So (halt thou beft fulfill, bell: verifie 
The Prophets old, who fung thy endlefs raign, 
The happier raign the fooner it begins, 
« 80 Raign then 3 what can ft thou better do the while? 

To whom our Saviour anfwer thus return d 
All things are beft fulfill'd in their due time, 
And time there is for all things, Truth hath faid: 
If of my raign prophetic Writ hath told, 
That it (hall never end, fowhen begin 
The Father in his purpofc hath decreed, 
He in whofe hand all times and feafons roul. 
What if he hath decreed that I (hall firft 



r* 



Varndife Regain J. 



Book III- 

iTtryTiThir^^ and things adverfc, 

, 9 oBy tribulations, injuries, infults, 

Contempts, and fcorns, and fnares, and violence, 
Suffering, abftaining, quietly expedt.ng. 
Without diftruft or doubt, that he may know 
What I can fuffer, how obey ? who beft 
Can fuffer, beft can do 5 bed reign, who fir ft 
Well hath obcy'd; juft tryal e're I merit 
My exaltation without change or end. 
But what concerns it thee when I begin 
My everiafting Kingdom, why art thou 

zoo Solicitous, what moves thy inquifition? 

Know'ft thou not that my nfing is thy fall, 
And my promotion will be thy deftrudtion > 

To whom the Tempter inly ra kt reply'd. 
Let that come when it comes 5 all hope is Idft 
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Of my reception into grace 5 what worfe ? 
For where no hope is left, is left no fear 5 
If there be worfe, the expectation more 
Of worfe torments me than the feeling can." 
I would be at the worft 3 worft is my Port, 
[My harbour and my ultimate repofe, 
The end I would attain, my final good. 
My error was my error, and my crime 
My crime $ whatever for it felf condemn d, 
And will alike be puniuYd 5 whether thou 
Raign or raign not 3 though to that gentle brow 
Willingly I could flie, and hope thy raign, 
From that placid afpect and meek regard, 
Rather than aggravate my evil ftate, 
Would ftand between me and thy Father's ire, 
iio (Whofe ire I dread more than the fire of Hell J 
A (heker and a kind of (hading cool 
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•If I then to the worft that can be haft, 
Why move thy feet fo flow to what is beft 
Happicft both to thy felf and all the world/ 
That thou who worthieft art (hould'ft be theirK* 
Perhaps thou lingreft in deep thoughts detain'd ° 
Of the cnterprize fo hazardous and high 5 
No wonder, for though in thee be united 
2 3°What of perfection can in man be found, 
Or humane nature can receive, confider 
Thy life hath yet been private, moft par t fa t 
At home, fcarce view'd the Gallilean Towns, 
At once a year Jerufalem, few days 

Short fojourn ; and what thence could'rt thouobferve? 
The world thou haft not feen, much lefs her gjon-, 
Empires, and Monarchs, and their radiant Courts, 
Beft fchoo! of bed experience, quickeft in fight 
In all tilings that to greateft Actions lead. 

2 4Q The wifeft, unexperienc t, will be ever 
Timorous and loth, with novice modefty, 
(As he who feeking AfTes found a Kingdom) 
Irrefolute, unhardy, unadventrous : 
But I will bring thee where thou foon (halt quit 
. Thofe rudiments, and fee before thine eyes 
The Monarchies of the Earth, their pomp and fa& 
Sufficient introduction to inform 
Thee, of thy [elf fo apt, in regal Arts, 
And regal Myfteries5 that thou may 'ft know 

2 5° How beft their oppofition to withftand. 

With that (fuch power was giv'n him then) b c 
The Son of God up to a iMountain high. 




Mountain 



A fpacious plain out-ftretch'd in circuit wide 
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X^eTu^ rivers flow d, 

Th'one winding, the other ftrcghtand left between 
Eur Champain with Ids rivers interveind 
Then meeting joind their tribute to the Sea, 
Vcrtil of com the glebe, of ovl and wine, 

*o With herds thepaftures throng d, with flocks the hills, 
Huge Cities and high towr'd, that well might feem 
The feats of mighcicft Monarchs, and fo large 
The Profpect was, that here and there was room 
For barren defart fountainlefs and dry. 
To this high mountain top the Tempter brought 

Our Saviour, and new train of words began. 
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and dale, 



Well have we fpeeded, an 
Foreft and field, and flood, Temples and Towers 
Cut (hotter many a league 5 here thou behold 'ft 
Ajjyrra and her Empire's ancient bounds, 
270 Araxes and the Cafoian lake, thence on 

As far as I ndus E aft, Fjipbrates Weft^ 

And oft Ixyond 3 to South the Perfian Bay, 
And inacceflible the Arabian drouth : 
Here Ninevee, of length within her wall 
Several days journey, built by Ninus old, 
Of that eft golden Monarchy the feat, 
And feat of Salmanaffar, whofe fuccefs 
Ifracl in long captivity dill mourns 5 
There Babylon the wonder of all tongues, 
a8 ° As ancient, but rebuilt by him who twice 
Judab and all thy Father Davids houfe 
Led captive, and Jerusalem laid wafte, 
Till Cyrus fet them free 5 Perfepolis 
His City there thou fceft, and Baftra there 5 
Ecbatana her ftructure vaft there (hews, 
Ana Hecatompylos her hundred gates, 
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There Sap by Cboajpes, amber ftream, 
Tlie drink of none but Kings 3 of later f arnc 
Built by Ematbian, or by Partbia?i hands, 
290 The great S*£«r/'*, tfaf/fo, and there 
Artaxata, Teredon, Tefifbon, 

Turning with eafie eye thou may 'ft behold. 
All thefc the Partbian, now fome Ages paft, 
By great Arfaces led, who founded firft 
That Empire, under his dominion holds 
From the luxurious Kings of Antioch won. 
And juft in time thou cornft to have a view 
Of his great power 5 for now the Parthian King 
In Ctefiphon hath gather'd all his Hoft 
300 Againft the Scythian, whofe incurfions wild 
Have wafted Sogdiana 5 to her aid 
He marches now in hafte 5 fee, though from far, 
His thoufands, in whit Martial equipage ^^ 
They iftue forth, Steel Bows, and (hafts their arms 

Of equal dread in flight, or in purfuir 5 

All Horfemen, in which fight they m oft cxcdl; 

See how in warlike Mufter they appear, 

In Rhombs and wedges, and half-moons and wings. 

He Iook'c and faw what numbers numberlefs 
310 The city gates out-pour'd, light armed Troops 
In coats of Mail and Military pride 3 
In Mail their horfes clad, yet fleet and ftrong, 
Prauncing their riders bore, the flower and choice 

Of many Provinces from bound to bound 5 

Prom Aracbofia, from Gandaor Eaft, 
And Mar gi ana to the Hircanian cliffs 
Of Caucafus) and dark Iberian daleJ 



From Atropatia and the neighbouring plains 
Of Adiabene, Media y and the South 
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320 Of Sufiana, to Balfards hav n. 

He (aw them in their forms of battel rang d, 

How quick the- whecPd, and flying behind them (hot 

Sharp fleet of arrowy fhower agamil the face 

Of their purfuers, and overcame by flight 5 

The field all iron caft a gleaming brown, ■ 

Nor wanted clouds of foot, nor on each horn, 

Cuiraffiers all in fteel for Handing fight 5 

Chariots or Elephants endorft with Towers 

Of Archers, nor of labouring Pioneers 

330 A multitude with Spades and Axes arm'd 
To lay hills plain, fell woods, or vallevs fill, 
Or where plain was raife hill, or overlay 
With bridges rivers proud, as with a yoke 5 
Mules after thefe, Camels and Dromedaries, 
And Waggons fraught with Utenfils of war. 
Such forces rnct not, nor fo wide a Camp, 
When African with all his Northern powers 
Befieg'd Albracca, as Romances tell 5 
The Cit y of Gal lapbrone, from thence to win 

340 The faireft of her Sex Angelica 

His daughter, fought by many Proweft Knights, 
Both Vaynim, and the Peers of Cbarlemane. 

Such and fo numerous was their Chivalry 5 
At fight whereof the Fiend yet more prefum'd, 
And to our Saviour thus his words rcnew'd. 

That thou may 'ft know I feck not to engage ] 
Thy vertue, and not every way fecure 
On no flight grounds thy fafcty 5 hear, and mark 
To what end I have brought thee hither and fhewn 
35° All this fair fight 3 r thy Kingdom though foretold 

By Prophet or by Angel, unlets thou 
Endeavour, as thy Father David did, 
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Th u never (bait obtain 3 prediction ftiU 
I„ all things, and all men, fuppofes means, 
Without means us'd, what it predicts revokes. 
But fay thou wert poffefs'd of David's Throne 

By free confent of all, none oppofitc, 
Samaritan or Jew 5 how could'ft thou hope 
Long to enjoy it quiet and fecure, 
360 Between two fuch enclofing enemies 

Roman and Parthian ? therefore one of thefc 

Thou muft make Cure -thy own, the Parthian fi r ft 
By my advice, as nearer and of late 
Found able by invafion to annoy 
Thy country, and captive lead away her Kings 

AntigonuSy and old tyre anus bound, 

Maugre the Roman : it lhall be my task 
To render thee the Parthian at difpofe 5 
Chufe which thou wilt by conqueft or by league. 

470 By him thou {halt regain, without him not, 

That which alone can truly reinftall thee I 

In Davids royal Scat, his true Stfcceflbr, 
Deliverance of thv brethren^ thofe ten Tribes 
Whofe off-fprmg in his Territory yet ferve 
In Habor, and among the MeJes difpers't 
Ten Sons of Jacob, two of Jofeph loft 
Thus long from Ifrael$ ferving as of old 
Their Fathers in the land of Egypt ferv'd, 
This offer fets before thee to deliver. 

38oThefe if from fcrvitudc thou fhalt reftore 
To their inheritance, then, nor till then, 
Thou on the Throne of David in full glory* 
From Egypt to Euphrates and beyond 
Shalt raign, and Rome or Ccefar not need fea f ' 

To whom our Saviour anfwer'd thus unniov'^ 
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Much oftentation vain of fkfhly arm, 
And fragile arms, much inftrument ot war 
Long in preparing, foon to nothing brought 
Before mine Eyes thou haft fct , and in my ear 
,90 Vented much policy, and projects deep 
Of enemies, of aids, battels and leagues, 
rlaufible to the World, to me worth naught 
Means I muft ufe thou fay ft, prediction elfe 
V Vill unpredia and fail me of the Throne : 
My time I told thee, (and that time for thee 
Were better fartheft off) is not yet come , 
When that comes think not thou to find mc flack 
On my part aught endeavouring, or to need 



maxims, 



Tribes 



400 Luggage of War there (hewn me, argument 
Of human weaknefs rather than of ftrength. 
My Brethren, as thou calTft them $ thofe ten 
I muft deliver, if I mean to raign 
David's true heir, and his full Scepter fway 

To juft extent over all Ifraefs Sons 3 

But whence to thee this zeal, where was it then 
For Ifrael, or for David, or his Throne, 
When thouftood'ilup his Tempter to the pride 
Of numbring Ifrael, which coft the lives 
4'°Of thrcefcorc and ten thoufand Israelites 
By three days Peftilence ? fuch was thy zeal 
To Ifrael then, the fame that now to mc 

As for thole captive Tribes, themfelvcs were they 
Who wrought their own captivity, fell off 
From God to worlhip Calves, the Deities 



Of Egypt ) Baal next and AJhtarotb, 
And all the Idolatries of Heathen round, 
Bcfides their other worfe than heathenifh 
Nor in the land of their captivity 
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420 Humbled thehfelves or pcfiicenc bcf 0U gh t 
The God of their Fore-fathers ; but fo dy'& 
Impenitent, anJ left a race behind 
Like to themfelves, diftinguiftiablc fcarce 
From Gcntils, but by Circumcifion vain, 
And God with Idols in their worlhip join'd. 
Should I of thefe the liberty regard, 
Who freed, as to their ancient Patrimony, 
Unhumbl'd, unrepentant, unreform'd, 
Headlong would follow 5 and to their Gods pcrh: 

430 Of Bethel and of Van ? no, let them ferve 
Their enemies, who ferve Idols with God. 
Yet he at length, time to himfclf bed known, 

Remembring Abraham, by fome wondW ci\ 
May bring them back repentant and finccre, 
And at their parting cleave the Afyrian flood, 
While to their native land with joy they hafte, 
As the Red Sea and Jordan once he clefc, 
When to the promis'd land their Fathers pafs'd j 

To his due time and providencejUeave them 
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-ho So fpake Ifrael's true King, and to the Fiend 
Made anfwer meet, that made void all his wiles. 
So fares it when with truth faKhood contends. 



The End of the third Book 
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Erplex'd and troubl'd at his bad fuccefs 
The Tempter flood, nor had what to reply, 
Difcover'd in his fraud, thrown from his hope, 

- 

So ofr, and die perfuafive Rhetoric 

That fleek t his tongue, and won fo much on Eve, 

So little here, nay loft 3 but Eve was Eve, 

This far his over-match, who felt deceiv d 

And rafli, beforehand had no better weigh'd 

The ftrength he was to cope with, or his own : 

10 But as a man who had been matchh.Cs held 
In cunning, ovcr-reach't where lead: he thought," 
To fave his credit, and tor vei fpight 1 
Still will be tempting him who foyls him ftil!,' 1 
And never ceafe, though to his (h a me the more 5 
Or as a Cwarm of flies in vintage time, 
About the wine-prefs where fweet mouft is powr'd, 
Beat off, returns as oft with humming found 5 
Or Curging waves againft a folid rock, 
Though all to Olivers dalh't, the aflault renew* 

20 Vain battry, and in froth or bubbles end 5 
So Satan, whom repulfc upon repulfe 
Met ever j and to fhameful filence brought, 
Yet gives not ore though deCperate of fuccefs, 
And his vain importunity purfucs. 

He brought our Saviour to the Weftern fide 
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Of that high mountain, whence he mig|, t behold 
Another plain, long but in bredth not w id e , 
Wafh*d by the Southern Sea, and on theNonh 
To equal length back'd with a ridge of hfflj 
3° That fcreen'd the fruits of th'earth and fcatsof m , n 
From cold Sepentrion Wafts, thence m the mtdft 
Divided by a river, of whofe banb 
On each fide an Imperial City flood, 
With Towers and Temples proudly elevate 
On feven fmall Hills, with Palaces adorn'd, 
Porches and Theatres, Baths, Aqueducts, 
Statues and Troph.es, and Triumphal Arcs, 
Gardens and Groves prefented to his eyes, 
Above the height of Mountains mterposd. 
40 By what ftrange Parallax or Optick skill 
Of vifion multiplied through Air, or Glafs 
Of Telefcope, were curious to enquire ; 
And now the Tempter thus his filence broke. 



The City which thou feeft no other deem 
Than great and glorious Home, Queen of the 
So far- renown d, and with the fpoils enricht 
Of Nations , there the Capitol thou feeft 
Above the reft lifting his (lately head 
On the Tarpeian rock, her Cittadel 
5 Impregnable, and there Mount Palatine 
The Imperial Palace, compafe huge, and hig 
The Structure, skill of nobleft Architects, 
With gilded battlements, confpicuous tar, 
Turrets and Terrafes, and glittering Spires. 
Many a fair Edifice befides, more like 
Houfes of Gods (fo welt I have difpos'd 
My Aery Microfcope) thou may'ft behold 
Outfide and kifide both, pillars and roofe 
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"~ C^rTdwork, the hand ot fam'd Artificers 

6o in Cedar, Marble, Ivory or Gold. 
Thence to the Gates caft round thine eye, and fee 
What conflux ilTuing forth, or entring in, 
Pretors, Proconfuls to their Provinces 
Hafting or on return, in robes of State 5 ff 
Lienors and rods the enflgns of their power, 
Legions and Cohorts, tomes of horfc and wings : 
Or Embaflies from Regions far remote 
In various habics on the Appian road, 
Or on the Emilian, fome from fartheft South, 

70 Syene, and where the Ihadow both way falls, 

Meroe Nilotic Ifle, and more to Weft, 

The Realm of Bocchus to the Black-moor Sea $ 
From the Afian Kuigs and Parthian among thefe, 

From India and the golden Cberfonefs, 

And utmoft Indian Ifle Taprobane, 

Dusk faces with white filken Turbants wreath'd : 

From Gallia, Gades, and the Brittijh Weft, 

Germans and Scythians, and Sarmatians North 

Beyond Danubius to the T auric Pool. 
8o AH Nations now to Rome obedience pay, ^B 

To Rome's great Empcrour, whofe wide domain 
In ample Territory, wealth and power, 
Civility of manners, Arts, and Arms, 
And long Renown thou juftly may ft prefer 
Before the Parhian 5 thefe two Thrones except, 
The reft are barbarous, and fcarce worth the fight, 
Shard among petty Kings too far removd 3 
Thefe having (hewn thee, I have (hewn thee all 
The kingdoms of the World, and all their glory. 
This Emperour hath no Son, and now is old, ' 
Old and lafcivious, and from Rome retired 
To Capre* an Ifland fmall but ftrong 
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On The Campanian fhorc, with purpofe there 
His horrid lufts in private to enjoy, 
Committing to a wicked Favourite 
All publick cares, and yet of him fufpicious, 
Hated of all, and hating; with what cafe j 

Indu'd with Regal Vertues as thou art, 
Appearing and beginning noble deeds, 
ooMighcft thou expel this mondcr from his Throne 
Now made a ftye, and in his place afcending 
A viftor, people free from fervile yoke? 
And with my help thou may 'ft } to me the power 
Is given, and by that right I give it thee. 
Aim therefore at no kfs than all the world, 
Aim at thehigheft, without the higheft attain A 
Will be for thee no fitting, or not long 
On David's Throne, he prophefi'd what will. 

To whom the Son of God unmov'd reply'd. 
no Nor doth this grandeur and majeftick (how 
Of luxury, though call'd magnificence, 
More than of Arms before, allure mine eye,' 
Much kfs n mind =, though thou (hould'ft add to tell 
Their fumptuous gluttonies, and gorgeous feafts 
. On Cittron tables or Atlantic ftone, 

(For I have alfo heard, perhaps have read) 
Their wines of Setia> Cales, and Falerne, 
Chios and Creet, and how they quaff in Gold, 
Cryftal and Myrrhine cups imbofs'd with Gems 
120 And ftuds of Pearl, tome (hould'ft tell whothitft 
And hunger dill : then Embaflies thou (hew'ft 
From Nations far and nigh 5 what honourthar, 
But tedious wafte of time to fit arid hear 
So many hollow complements and lies, 
CTuclandifh flatteries? then proceeds to talk 



Oi 



Oi dlTtoperour, how eahly fubuud, 

How gloriouflyj I (hall, thou txy% expel! 

A bruti(h monfter : what if I withall 
Expell a Devil who firft made hi n fuch ? 
130 Let his tormenter Confcicncc find him out, 
For him 1 was not tent, nor yet to free 
That People vidtor once, now vile and bafe, 
Defci vedly made vaffal, who once juft, 
Frugal, and mild, and temperate, conquer'd well, 

But govern ill the Nations under yoke, 

Peeling their Provinces, exhaufted all 

By lull and rapine; firft ambitious grown 

Of triumph that infulting vanity 3 

Then cruel, by their fporcs to blood enur'd 
ho Of fighting beafts, and men to beafts expos'd, 
Luxurious by their wealth, and greedier ftiU, 
And from the daily Scene effeminate. W** 

What wife and valiant Man would feek to free 
Theft thus degenerate, bythemfdves enflav'd, 
Or could of inward (lives make outward free? 
1 Know therefore when my fcafon tomes to fit 
On David's Throne, it (hall be like a tree, 
Spreading and over(hadowing all the Earth, 
Or as a ftone that (hall to pieces da(h 
50 All Monarchies befides throughout the World, 
And of my Kingdom there (hall be no end: 
Means there (hall be to this, but what the means^ 
Is not for thee to know, nor me to tell. 

■ 

To whom the Tempter impudent reph'd. 
I fee all offers made by me how flight 
Thou valu'ft, becaufe offer'd, and rcjecYft ; 
Nothing will pleafe the difficult and nice, 
Or nothing more thanftill to contradict: 
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. 2 Paradife Ri md. ^ 

"~On the ^cherTde know~alfo thou, that I 

,60 On what I offer fct as high efteem, 

Nor what I part with mean to give for naug| u . 
All thefe which in a moment, thou behold'ft, ' 
The Kingdoms of the World to thee I gi Ve . 
For giv'n to me, I give to whom 1 pleafe, 
No trifle 5 yet with this referve, not elfe, 
On this condition, if thou wilt fell down, 
And worlhip me as thy fupenor Lord, 
Eafily done, and hold them all of me 5 
For what can lefs fo great a gift deferve ? 

170 Whom thus our Saviour anfwer'd with difdam, 
I never likM thy talk, thy offers lefs, 
Now both abhor, fincc thou haft dar'd to utter 
The abominable terms, impious condition 5 
But I endure the time, till which expir'd, 
Thou haft permufion on mc. It is written 
The firft of all Commandments, Thou (halt w< 
The Lord thy God, and only him Jhalc ferve 5 
And dar'ft tfnbu to the Son of God propound 
To worlhip thee accurft, now more accurft 
180 For this attempt bolder than that on Eve, 
And more blafphemous ? which expect to rue. 
The Kingdoms of the World to thee were giv'n, 
Permitted rather, and by thee ufurp't, 
Other donation none thou canft produce: 
If given, by whom but by the King of Kings, 
God over all Supreme? if given to thee, 
By thee how fairly is the Giver now 
Repaid > But gratitude in thee is loft 
Lang fince. Wert thou fo void of feat or 8*** 
'9o As offer them tome the Son of God, 

To me my own, on fuch abhorred pact, 
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Book IV. Paradife 

That I fall down and worlhip thee as God > 
Get thee behind me $ plain thou now appear'ft 
That Evil one, Satan for ever damn d. 

To whom the Fiend with fear aba(ht reply'd. 

Be notfo fore offended, Son of God 3 
Though Sons of God both Angels are and Men, 
If I to cry whether in higher fort ^^^ 
Than thefe thou bear ft that title, have propos'd 
200 What both from men and Angels I receive, 
Tetrarchs of fire, air, flood, and on the earth 
Nations befides from all the quarter 'd winds, 
God of this world invok't and world beneath - y 
Who then thou art whofe coming is foretold 
To me fo fatal, mc it mod concerns. 
The tryal hath indamagd thee no way, 
Rather more honour left and more efteem; 
Me naught advantag'd, milting what I aim'd. 
Therefore let pafs, as they are tranfitorv, 

The Kingdoms of this world 3 I (hall no more 

Advife thee, gain them as thou canft, or not. 

no And thou thy felf feem'ft otherwife inclin'd 
Then to a worldly Crown, addicted more 
To contemplation and profound difpute, 
As by that early action may be judg d, 
When flipping from thy Mothers eye thou went 'ft 
Alone into the Temple ; there was found 
Among the graved Rabbies difputant 
On points and queftions fitting Mofes Chair, 
Teaching not taught $ the childhood (hews the man, 
As morning (hews the day. Be famous then 
Bywifdom.5 as thy Empire muft extend, 

220 So let extend thy mind ore all the world, 
In knowledge, all things in it comprehend, ^ 
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■X^TTnowicdge is nor couch't in Mcjts Law, 
The Pejitateuch or what die Prophets wrote, 
The Gt»ri&J alfo know, and write, and teach 
To admiration, led by Natures light ; 
And with t\\t Gentiles much thou mud convey 
Ruling them by periuafion as thou mean/ft, 
Without their learning how wilt thou with them 
Or they with thee hold convention meet? 
3° How wile thou icafpn with them, how refute 
Their Idolifms, Traditions, Paradoxes > 
Error by his own arms is bed evinc't. 
Look once more ere we leave this fpecular Mou 
Weftward, much nearer by Southwell, behoIJ 
Whereon the ALgedn fhore a City (lands 
Built nobly, pure the air, and light the foil, 
Athens the eye of Greece, Mother of Arcs 
And Eloquence, native to famous wits 
Or hofpitable, in her fweet rccefs, 
240 City or Suburban, ftudious walks and (hades 5 
See there the Olive Grove of Academe, 
Plato's retirement, where the Attic Bird 
Trills her thick- warbld notes the Cummer long, 

There flowry hill Hymettus with the found 
Of Bees induftnous murmur oft invites 
To ftudious mufing ; there Ilijfus rouls 
His whifpering ftream 5 within the walls then view 
The Schools of ancient Sages $ his who bred 
Great Alexander to fubdue the World, 
2 5° Lyceum there, and painted Stoa next : 

There thou (halt hear and learn the Cecret pov& 

Of harmony in tones and numbers hit 

By voice or hand, and various-meafur'd verfe, 



JEolian charms and Dorian Lyric Odes, 

And his who gave them breath, but higher *'^ n j 
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Book IV. &_ 

m ^^ndMdefigeues thence Homer call'd, 

Whole Poem Phxbus challeng'd for his own. 
Thence what the lofty grave Tragcedians taught 
In Chords or Iambic, teachers bed 
^ 6o Of moral prudence, with delight receivd 
In brief fententious precepts while they treat 
Oi fate and chance, and change hi human life 5 
High actions, and high pailions bed defenbing : 
Thence to the famous Orators repair, 
Thole ancient, whofe refiftlefs eloquence 
Wielded at will that fierce Democratic, 
Shook the Arfenal and fulmind over Greece, 

To Macedou, and Artaxerxes Throne $ 

To fage Philofophy next lend thine car, 
*7oFron leaven aeicended to the low-rooft houfe 
Of Socrates, fee there his Tenement, 
Whom well infpir'd the Oracle pronounced 
Wifeft of men 5 from whofe mouth iflii'd forth 
Mellifluous dreams that water'd all the Schools 
Of Academics old and new, with thofe 

Sirnam'd Peripateticks, and the Sect 
Epicurean, and the Stoic fevere - y ^ m 

Thefe here revolve, or, as thou lik'ft, at home, 
Till time mature thee to a Kingdoms weight 5 
Thefe rules will render thee a King com pleat 
Within thy Celt", much more with Empire joyn'd. 

To whom our Saviour fagely thus reply 'd. 
Think not, but that I know thefe things, or think 
I know them not ; not therefore am I fhort 
Of knowing what I aught 5 he who receives 
Light from above, from the fountain of light, 
No other doftrine needs* though granted truey 
But thefe arc falfe, or little elfc but dreams, 
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Conjectures, fancies, built on nothing fi rm . 
i 9 o The fit ft and wifeft of them all profefs'd 
To know this' only, that lie nothing knev ; 
The next to fabling fell and fmooth conceits, 
A third fort doubted all things, though plain fence 
Others in vertue plac'd fehci ty, 
But vertue jovn'd with riches and long life, 
In corporal plcafure he, and carelefs cafe, 
The Stoic laft in Philofophic pride, 
By him call'd vertue 5 and his vertuous man, 
Wife perfect in himfelf and all poffefling 
3 oo Equal to God, oft fhames not to prefer, 
As fearing God nor man, contemning all 
Wealth, pleafure, pain or torment, death anAWe, 
Which 'when he lifts, he leaves, or boafts he can, 

tedious talk is but vain boaft, 



For all hi^ 

Or fubtle lhifts conviction to evade. 



iflead 



Ignorant of themfelves, of God much more, 
And how the world began, and how man fell 
I graded by himfelf, on grace depending? 
3»o Much of the Soul they talk, but all awne, 
And in themfelves feek vertue, and to themfelves 
All glory arrogate, to God give none, 
Rather accufe him under ufual names, 
Fortune and Fate, as one regardlefs quite 
Of mortal things. Who therefore feeks in thd« 
True wifdom, finds her not, or by delufion 
" Far worfe, her falfe refemblance only meets, 
An empty cloud. However many books 
Wife men have faid are wearifom -, who reads 
320 Inceffantly, and to his reading brings not 

A fpirit and judgment equal or fuperior, . j 

. (And what he brings, what needs he clfewberc L ; n 
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iook IV. 

^^Ta^d unfett Yd ftill remans* 

Deep verft in books and (hallow in himfelt, 
Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys, 
And trifles for choice matcers, worth a fpunge ; 
As Children gathering pibles on the (hore. 
Or if I would delight my private hours 
With Mufic or with Poem, where fo foon 
330 As in our native Language can I find 

That folace? All our Law and Story ftrewd 
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That pleas'd fo well our Vi&ors ear, declare 

That rather Greece from usjhefe arts denv'd 5 

111 imitated, while they loudcll fing 
The vices of their Deitks, and their own 
In Fable, Hymn, or Song, fo perfonating 
Their Gods ridiculous, and themfelves pad (hame. 

340'Rm.iovc their fwclling Epithetes thick laid 
As varnifhon a Harlots cheek, the reft, 
Thin fown wuh aughc of profit or delight, 
Will far be found unworthy to compare 
With Sion's fongs, to all true tafts excelling, 
Where God is prais'd aright, and God-like men, 
The Holieft of Holies, and his Saints 5 
Such are from God infpirM, not fuch from thee 5 
Unkfs where moral vertue is expres't 
By light of Nature not in all quite loft. 

350 Their Oiators thou then extoll 'ft, as thofe 
The top of Eloquence, Statifts indeed, 
And lovers of their Country, as may feem $ 
But herein to our Prophets far beneath, 
As men divinely taught, and better teaching 
The rolid rules of Civil Government 
In their Majeftic unaffected ftile 
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Then all the Oratory of Greece and R ome 
In them is plaineft taught, and caficft learnt, 
What makes a Nation happy, and keeps it fo, 
60 What ruins Kingdoms, and lays Cities flat 5 
Thefe only with our Law beft form a King. 

So fpake the Son of God 5 but Satan now 
Quite at a lofs, for all his darts were fpent, 
Thus to our Saviour with ftcrn brow repli'J. 

Since neither wealth, nor honour, arms nor arts 
Kingdom nor Empire pleafes thee, nor aught 
B'v me propos'd in life contemplative, 
Or active, tended on by glory, or flame, 
What doft thou in this World ? the WildettKft 
370 For thee is fitted place, I found thee there, 
And diither will return thee, yet remember 
What I foretell thee, foon thou (halt have caufe 
To wifh thou never hadft rejected thus 
Nicely or cautioufly my orTer'd aid, 
Which would have fet thee in (hort time with eafc 
On David's Throne 3 or Throne of all the world, 
Now at full age, iulnefs of time, thy feafon, 
When Propheiies of thee arc beft fulfill'd. 
Now contrary, if I read aught in Heaven, 
380 Or Heav'n write aught of Fate, by what the Stars 
Voluminous, or fingle Characters, 
In their conjunction met, give me to fpell, 
Sorrows, and labours oppofition, hate, 
Attends thee, fcorns, reproaches, injuries, 
Violence and ftripes, and laftly cruel death, 
A Kingdom they portend thee, but what King^ 1 ' 



Real or Allegoric I difcern not, 

Nor when, eternal fure, as without end, 

Without beginning 5 for no date prefixt. 
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s^Dxrtts me in the Starry Rubric fet. 

So dying he took (for ftill he knew his Power 
Not yet expir'd) and to the Wildernefs 
Brought back the Son of God, and left him there, 
Feigning to difappcar. Darknefs now rofe, 
As day-light funk, and brought in lowring night 
Her fhadowy off-fpring unfubftantial both, 
Privation meer of light and abfent day. 
Our Saviour meek and with untroubl'd mind 
After his aery jaunt, though hurried fore, 

400 Hungry and cold betook him to his reft, 
Wherever, under fome concourfe of (hades 
Whofe branching arms thick intertwind might (hield 
From dews and damps of night his (belter d head, 
But (helter'd flcpt in vain, for at his head 
The Tempter watch'd, and foon with ugly dreams 
Difturb'd his fleep 5 and either Tropic now 
'Gan thunder, and both ends of Heav'n the Clouds 
From many a horrid rift abortive pour'd 
Fierce rain with lightning mixt, water with fire 

410 In mine reconcil d : nor flept the winds 
Within their ftony caves, but rufh'd abroad 
From the four hinges of the world, and fell 
On the vext Wildernefs whofe talleft Pines, 
Though rooted deep as high, and fturdieft Oaks 
Bow'd their Stiff-necks, loaden with ftormy blafts, 
Or torn up (heer : ill waft thou (hrouded then, 
O patient Son of God, yet only ftoodft 
UnQiaken 5 nor yet (laid the terror there, 
Infernal Ghofts, and Hellifh Furies, round 

•» Environ'd thee, fome howl'd, fome yell'd, fome (hriek'd 
Some bent at thee their fiery darts, while thou 



Sat'ft unappall'd in calm and finlefs peace. 
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Thus pa&M the nightTo foul till morning f air 
Came torch wich Pilgrim ftcps in amice grav 
Who wich her radiant finger (bird the roar ' 
Of thunder, chasd the clouds, and laid the ^i nds 
And grifly Spectres which the Fiend had rais'd ' 
To tempt the Son of God with terrors dire. 
And now the Sun with more effectual beams, 
430 Had chear'd the face of Earth, and drixl the Wct 
From drooping plant, or dropping tree ( ihe birds 
Who all things now behold more frefh and green, 
After a night of ftorm fo ruinous, 
Clcar'd up their choiccft notes in bulh and f prav 
To gratulate the fweet return of morn 5 
Nor°yct amidft this joy and brighteft morn 
Was abfent, after all his mifchief done, 
The Prince of darknefs, glad would alfo feem 
Of this fair change, and to our Saviour came, 
440 Yet with no new device, they all were fpeht, 
Rnrher hv this his laft affront refolv'd, 



Defperate of better courfe, to vent his rage, 
And mad defpight to be fo oft repellU 



>unn 



wood, 



Out of the wood he ftarts in wonted (hape j 



mood tl 



Fair morning yet betides thee Son of God, 
After a difmal night j I heard the rack 
450 As Earth and Sky would mingle h but my fclf 
Was diftant 5 and thefe flaws, though mortals fear 






As dangerous to die pillard frame of Heaven 
Or to the Earths dark bails underneath, 
Are to the main as inconfiderable, 
And haxmkfc, if not wholfom, as a fnecze 
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To mans 6 univcrfe, and foon are gone, 
Yet as being oft times noxious where they bgnt 
On man, beait, plant, waftful and turbulent, 
Like turbulencies in the affairs of men, 
4 6oOver whofc heads they rote, and feem to point, 
They oft fore- flgnifie and threaten ill : 
This Tcmpeft at this Defert mod was bent ; 
Of men at thee, for only thou here dwell ffr 
Did I not tell thee, if thou did'it rejecl: 

The perfect feafon offer'd with my aid 
To win thy deftin'd feat, but wilt prolong 
All to the pufh of Fate, purfuethy way 
Of gaining David's Throne no man knows when, 
For both the when and how is no where told, 
470 Thou (halt be what thou art ordain d, no doubt 3 

For Angels have proclaimed it, but concealing 
The time and means : each act is rightlieit doi 
Not when it muft, but when it may be be ft 
If thou obferve not this, be fure to find, 
What I foretold thee, many a hard alTay 
Of dangers, and adverfities and pains, 
E're thou of Jfrae/s Scepter get fad: hold, 
Whereof this ominous night that closM thee round, 
So many terrors, voices, prodigies 
480 May warn thee, as a fure fore-going fign. 

So talk'd he, while the Son of God went on 
And ft aid not, but in brief him anfwer'd thus.' 3 * 



Me worfe than wet thou find'ft not 5 other harm 
Thofe terrors which thou fpcak'ft of, did me none 5 
I never fear'd they could, though noifing loud 
And threatning nigh, what they can do as figns 
Bctokning, or ill boding, I contemn 
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As falfe portents, not fent from GodTbuTd^T 
Who knowing I (nail raign pad thy preventing 
49oObtrud'il thy offer'daid, that I accepting *' 
At lead might feem to hold all powr of Cncc 
Ambitious fpirit, and wouldft be thought mv r 
And ftorm'ft rcfus'd, thinking to terrific ' a ° d > 
Me to thy will 5 defift, thou art difcern d 
And toilft in vain, nor me in vain moleft. 

To whom the Fiend now fwoln with rage rcplyy. 
Then hear, O Son of David, Virgin-born 5 
For Son of God to me is yet in doubt, 
Of the Mefliah I have heard foretold 

500 By all the Prophets 5 of thy birth at length 

Announc't by Gabriel with the firft I knew, ^P 
And of the Angelic Song in Bethlehem field, 
On thy birth night, that fung thee Saviour born, 
From that time feldom have I ceas'd to eye 
Thy infancy, thy childhood, and thy youth, 
Thy manhood laft, though yet in private bred j 
Till at the Ford of Jordan whither all 
Flock'd to the Baptift, I among the reft, 
Though not to be Baptizd, by voice from Heav'n 

510 Heard thee pronouncd the Son of God belov'd. 
Thenceforth I thought thee worth my nearer view 
And narrower Scrutiny, that I might learn 
In what degree or meaning thou art call'd 
The Son of God, which bears noiinde fenfcj 
The Son of God Ialfo am, or was, 
And if I was, I am 5 relation (lands ; 
All men arc Sons of God 5 yet thee I thought 
Infome refpect far higher fo dcclar'd. 
Therefore I watered thy footfteps from that 
s*o And follow'd thee ftill on to this waft wild 5 
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^^Tbv all beft conjectures 1 colled: 

Thou art to be my fatal enemy. 

Good rcafon then, if I beforehand leek 

To understand my Adverfary, who 
Andwhat he 1S , his wifdom, power, intent, 

By pari, or compoficiun, truce, or league 
To win him, or win from him what I can.< 
And opportunity I here have had 
To try thee, fib thee, and confefs have found thee 
530 Proof againft all temptation as a rock 
Of Adamant, and as a Center, firm 
To the utmoft of meer man both wife and good, 
Not more 5 for Honours, Riches, Kingdoms, Glory 
Have been before contemnM, and may agen : 

Therefore to know what more thou art than man, 
Worth naming Son of God by voice from Heav n, 
Another method I muft now begia 

So laying he caught him up, and without wing 
Of Htppogrif bore through the Air fublime 
540 Over the Wilderncfs and o're the Plain } 
Till underneath them; fair Jerusalem, 

The hoh- City lifted high her Towers, 
And higher yet the glorious Temple rear'd 
Her pile, far offappearing like a Mount 
Of Alabafter, tope with Golden Spires : 
There on the higheft Pinnacle he fet 
The Son of God 3 and added thus in fcorm 

There ftand, if thou wilt (land j to ftand upright 
Till ask thee skill 5 1 to thy Fathers houfe 
*s° Have brought thee, and higheft plac't, higheft is beft 
Now (hew thy Progeny 3 if not to ftand, 
Caft thy felf down b fafely if Son of God : 1 
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Concerning thee to his Angels, in their hands 
Thev (hall up lift thee, left at any time 
Thou chance to dafo thy foot againft a Rone, 

To whom thus Jefus : alfo it is written, 
Tempt not the Lord thy God, he faid and {food. 
But Satan fmicten with amazement fell 
j6o As when Earths Son Antaus ( to compare 
Small things with greateft) in bajfa drove 
With Joves Abides, and oft foil'd ftill rofc, 
Receiving from his mother Earth new ftrength, 
Frelh from his fall, and fiercer grapple join'd, 
Throttl'd at length in the Air, expir'd andfell 5 
So after many a foil the Tempter proud, 
Renewing frelh aflaults, amidft his pride 
Fell whence he flood to fee his Victor fall. 
And as that Tbeban Monfter that propos'd 
570 Her riddle, and him, whofolvd it not, devour'd; 
That once found out and folv'd,. for grief and fpigb 
Cad her felf headlong from th' Ifmetiian fteep, 
So ftrook with dread and anguilh fell the Fiend, 
And to his crew, that Hit confulting, brought 
oylefe Triumphals of hi hop't fuccefs, 
Ruin, and defperation, and difmay, 
Who durft fo proudly tempt the Son of God. 
So Satan fell and ftrait a fiery Globe 
Of Angels on full fail of wing flew nigh, 
580 who on their plumy Vans receiv'd him foft 
From his uncafie ftation, and upbore 
As on a floating couch through the blithe Air, 
Then in a flowry valley fet him down 
On a green bank, and fet before him fpred 
A table of Celeftial Food, Divine, 
Ambrofial, fruits fetcht from the Tree of Life 
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That foonrefre(h'd him wearied, and repair d 
What hunger, if aught hunger had impair d, 
5 ,oOr thirft, and as he fed, Angelic Quires 
Sung Heavenly Anthems of his victory 
Over temptation, and the Tempter proud. 

True Image of the Father whether thron'd 
In the bofom of Wife, and light of light 
Conceiving, or remote from Heaven, enfhrin'd 
In flefhly Tabernacle, and human form, 
Wandring the Wildernefs, whatever place, 
Habit, or flafc, or motion, ftill expreiTing 
The Son of God, with Godlike force indud 
Againft th'Attempter of thy Fathers Throne, 

600 And Thief of Paradifc 5 him long of old 
Thou didft debel, and down from Heavncaft 
With all his Army, now thou haft aveng'd 
Supplanted Ac/am, and by vanquifhing 
Temptation, hath regairi'd loft Paradifc, 
And fruftrated the conqueil fraudulent: 
He never more henceforth will dare fet foot 
In Paradifc to tempt 3 his fnares are broke : 
For though that feat of earth lv blifs be fail'd, 
A fairer Paradifc is founded now 

6lo For A m and his chofen Sons, whom thou •* 
A Saviour arc come down to re-inftall. 
Where thev (hall dwell fecure, when time (hall be 
Of Tempter and Temptation without fear. 
But thou, Infernal Serpent, (hall not long 
Rule in the Clouds 5 like an Autumnal Star 
Or Lightning thou (halt fall from Heavn trod dow 
Under his feci : for proof, ere this thou feel'ft 
Thy wound, yet not thy Lift and deadlieft wound 
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j^TThiTTcpuTfc ri d, and hold'ft m y^ 
#-oNo triumph 5 in all her Gates Abaddon ruc 

Thy bold attempt s hereafter learn with aw 
To dread the Son of God : he all unarm'd 
Shall chafe thee with the terror of his V()lcc 
From thy Demoniac holds, pofleflion foul, 
Thee and thy Legions, yelling they (hall fl y> 
And beg to hide them in a herd of Swine, 
Left he command them down into the deep 
Bound, and to torment lent before their time. 
Hail Son of the moft High, heir of both Work| s 
6 3 oQueller of Satan, on thy glorious work 
Now encer, and begin to fave mankind. 
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Thus they the Son of t God our Saviour meek 
Sung Viftor, and from Heavenly Feaft rrftelht 
Brought on. his way with joy he unobferv'd 
Home to his Mothers lioufc private returnU 



7be END, 



Samfon 



A 



DRAMATICK 




O 




M 




The AUTHOUR 



JOHN 



MILTON. 



Arifiot. Poet. Cap. 6. 

Tg9t)»5U /-UyLUiffi; irgpf^ta; canschiUc, &C. 

Tragwlia eft imitatio aftionis feriae, Sec. Per mferkordiam 
& metum perficiens talium affeEluum luJlratione??i. 



L N D TV, 

Printed, and are to be Sold by Randal Taylor 

near Stationers-Hall, M DC LXXXVIII. 





